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CESIFO WORKING PAPER NO. 969
CATEGORY 4: LABOUR MARKETS
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An electronic version of the paper may be downloaded
• from the SSRN website:              www.SSRN.com
• from the CESifo website:           www.CESifo.deCESifo Working Paper No. 969
THE EFFECT OF BETTER INFORMATION
ON INCOME INEQUALITY
Abstract
We consider an OLG economy with endogenous investment in human capital. Heterogeneity
in individual human capital levels is generated by random innate ability. The production of
human capital depends on each individual’s investment in education. This investment
decision is taken only after observing a signal which is correlated to his/her true ability, and
which is used for updating beliefs. Thus, a better information system affects the distribution
of human capital in each generation. Assuming separable and identical preferences for all
individuals, we derive the following results in equilibrium: (a) If the relative measure of risk
aversion is less (more) than 1 then more information raises (reduces) income inequality. (b)
When a risk sharing market is available better information results in higher inequality
regardsless of the measure risk aversion.
JEL Code: D80, J24, J30.
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905  Kai A Konrad, Inverse Campaigning, April 2003
906  Lars P. Feld and Stefan Voigt, Economic Growth and Judicial Independence: Cross
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908  Robert A.J. Dur and Otto H. Swank, Producing and Manipulating Information, April
2003
909  Christian Gollier, Collective Risk-Taking Decisions with Heterogeneous Beliefs, April
2003
910  Alexander F Wagner, Mathias Dufour, and Friedrich Schneider, Satisfaction not
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911  Ngo Van Long, Raymond Riezman, and Antoine Soubeyran, Trade, Wage Gaps, and
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